
Stay up to date with what’s happening at Weir!  Download the Skoolbag app and follow our

school: https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/

Principal's Pen

Welcome to this edition - Our school has had a wonderful week with plenty going on as we head into the last

month of term. Our teachers have been focussing on the explicit learning areas of reading and writing so

students can engage with their assessment tasks. Internal data results to date have been encouraging with

our students getting the support needed for improvement. The students have done an amazing job with

focussing on the work they produce and are keeping our high expectations for behaviour intact. Our school

continues to grow and the great modelling of high expectations with behaviour and learning  by our students

allows new students of Weir to immerse themselves into the culture of our school community. Great work Weir

kids…that’s why we love our school!!

Blue for Bianca  - Last Friday our school went ‘Blue for Bianca’ our adopt a cop who has been diagnosed with a

brain tumour and is receiving treatment. As a school community we felt it extremely important to support

Bianca and her family at this dif�cult time and raise some much needed funds to help with things a little….. Well

done to the wonderful Weir State School community for raising a grand total of $640.00 ….simply wonderful!

School Sport – Congratulations to all of our students for participating in interschool sport last week. Our footy

boys had great games along with our hockey and netball teams who all put in strong performances.  Well done

to all of our school teams….you all did us proud!

Parent Interviews – Our �rst round of parent interviews for the 2021 school year took place in the hall last

Monday.  Interviews are important to discuss how your child’s education in both social and academic areas

have begun the school year. It also gives every parent opportunity to voice concerns about problem their

child/children may be having at school and work through strategies with the teacher to help things. Thanks to
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all parents for connecting with your child/children’s teacher at our parent / teacher interview afternoon.

Parent Road Safety – Our school traf�c controllers do an amazing job of keeping our students safe however

some drivers are choosing to ignore the road rules around our school. Remember to only park in designated

areas and follow speed limits around our school to avoid any accidents. Remember not following the road rules

endangers the lives of all students and also could incur a �ne as many have found out over the last week with

the police out in force handing out infringement notices.

Student Road Safety – Over the last week I have again received several complaints from community members

regarding bike and student safety. Many complaints have centred around students on the way to and from

school and unsafe behaviour on the road. One of the most concerning is students not wearing helmets when

riding their bikes and not using the crossings correctly Please have a talk to your children to ensure they are

aware of their responsibility for their own safety and reinforce the importance of using the lights. It is only a

matter of time before a serious accident occurs.

BULLYING - NO WAY!

There has been a signi�cant amount of media publicity recently regarding bullying. This is an area in which

signi�cant research has been conducted and the common �ndings of world-wide research indicate:

Bullying happens in all schools.

Approximately half of all students  report having been bullied at some time.

The reported incidence of bullying decreases with age.

Boys are more likely to be involved in physical bullying than girls.

Bullying takes many forms.

I would love to say that we have no bullying at Weir State School however unfortunately bullying happens at

times. I do know that we are fortunate to have relatively small numbers of bullying incidents and most of this

bullying is considered ‘low level’ bullying. ‘Low level’ bullying includes hurtful teasing, subtle but nasty body

language and exclusion from games/groups. Make no mistake; I have a zero tolerance to bullying behaviour. It

is one of the most insidious actions humans can do to each other. My number one role as Principal is to ensure

that every child is feeling safe and happy at school. Therefore, at Weir State School we take the issue of

bullying seriously.

We have ZERO TOLERANCE to bullying. If we become aware of bullying, we immediately deal with the

students involved and will contact parents. It is vital that parents and the school work together to assist the

victim and the bully.

In an extremely busy ‘people place’ like a school, we will not be aware of every bullying incident. Therefore it

is imperative that if parents become aware of an issue, they immediately contact the school so that we can

investigate.

We have very clear procedures to address bullying incidents as they arise.

We reinforce with all students the procedure to follow if they feel they are being bullied.

We focus on primary prevention programs that assist students to develop skills and abilities to respond to

bullying. These are also reinforced at school assemblies.

THINGS TO CONSIDER

We will not be able to eliminate bullying completely. We can however, through our concerted effort and the



‘culture’ of the school, ensure that it is kept to a minimum.

Our experience tells us that in a lot of bullying cases there are always two sides to the story. Rarely do we

have incidents of bullying that are unprovoked. So please listen carefully to your child and then give the

school time to fully investigate the incident

 If you believe your child is being bullied stay calm, do not show heightened emotions or make threats

against the other child that you suspect is doing the bullying. Any adult that does this under Education

Queensland law will be banned from school grounds for a period of up to 60 days.

Come directly to administration and please know our of�ce is open at any time to help with any concerns

you may have

The clear message is that we do not tolerate bullying in any shape or form and will act immediately with the

support of parents to prevent it.

 

THIS WEEKS PROVERB – “Mistakes are the beginning not the end of wisdom “

Have a wonderful week and “Go the Cowboys”

Mr B  -  Principal

 

Weir Goes 'Blue for Bianca'

From the Deputy's Desk
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Parent Teacher Interviews… On Monday, our Term 1 Parent Teacher Interviews took place. Thank you to all the

parents and carers who came along to discuss their child’s progress so far. Teachers will continue working hard

to have their students reach their academic potential, with Semester 1 Report Cards to be �nalised and sent

home late in Term 2.

Our Rule of the Week… Being kid can make being a student tough work. There are many decisions that

students are faced with each day. Whether it be in the classroom or the playground there are always going to

be situations where a student may not be sure of what to do… That’s why this week we’re supporting students

to:

Be Responsible

And… ‘Ask for help when required.’

If students can recognise when they need help, instead of trying to solve the issue themselves, it can lead to a

more positive outcome. There have been times when behaviour has escalated due to problems being dealt with

by students, when asking for a staff member’s support could have helped and made for a much different

outcome. Teachers have been taking students through our weekly PBL lesson to reinforce the message that no

matter how big or small the problem, ask for help when required.

__________________________

Swimming… With our school swimming team training hard in preparation for the interschool swimming

carnival, and our Year 5 and 6 students this week taking part in our Surf Lifesaving lessons at Riverway, it’s

important we give ourselves a safety reminder around swimming in general.

Swimming is an important element of our Physical Education program and we strongly encourage all of our

students to participate in the various programs that we offer, not only from a safety aspect, but swimming is

also a wonderful way to beat the heat during our warmer months.

What can’t be ignored when thinking about children learning to swim, are the drowning statistics for Australia

Last year in Australia there were a staggering 248 drowning deaths. Close to 50% of these drowning deaths

occurred away from the coast. The message is simple:  you cannot be complacent when around any water. In

the past year 198 (80%) males and 50 (20%) females drowned in waterways/pools in Australia, making males

(particularly aged 25-34) the most at-risk age demographic.

Facts at a glance:

Drowning deaths among children 0-4 years (12) decreased by 52%, compared with the 10-year average, but

remain tragically high

Among young people aged 15-24 years, 48% drowned while swimming, highlighting the importance of

swimming and lifesaving lessons in the secondary school years

Swimming was the leading activity being undertaken prior to drowning, accounting for a quarter of deaths

(25%), followed by boating (18%) and falls (15%)

Drowning deaths in rivers decreased by 32% compared with the 10-year average, while deaths in lakes

increased by 19%

(Source Royal life Saving Society Australia © RLSSA)



Mr Coey’s Joke of the Week

Q. What's orange and sounds like a parrot?

A.  A carrot!

News from The Arts

All students are studying Drama this Term. Pictured are various students rehearsing in front of the Arts block's

green screen. It has been magical to see their fascinated looks, when their act becomes very real with the use

of a green screen. The classes are all rehearsing for their performances. We have our Preps to Year 2

performing a play based on a picture book story. Years 3 and 4 are rehearsing in groups for their endangered

species play. Our Year 5 and 6's are learning how to read a script and perform a duologue. They are all working

well on their drama skills which are needed to produce a great act!

From Mrs Wilson and Mrs Burry.
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KindyLinQ is a play-based early learning program for three-year-old children and their families in the year

before they start kindergarten.

KindyLinQ is based on a �exible stay and play approach. Once a family registers they can attend the session 3

hours twice a week. Younger siblings can attend.

Your KindyLinQ school will ask you to complete a Registration Form.

Please contact Weir State School for more information.
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School Attendance

All schools in Queensland are committed to providing safe and supportive learning environments for all

students, which address their educational needs. At Weir State School we have high expectations and believe

that to achieve ones potential, students must attend school regularly.

Weir State School is committed to following the Queensland State-wide initiative ‘Every Day Counts’ which

promotes 4 key messages:

All children should be enrolled at school and attend on every school day.

Schools should monitor, communicate and implement strategies to improve regular school attendance.

Truanting can place a student in unsafe situations and impact on their future employability and life choices.

Attendance at school is the responsibility of everyone in the community.

Research shows that regular attendance is integral to successful academic and social outcomes. Accordingly, it

is important that students, staff and parents/carers have a shared understanding of the importance of regular

student attendance and their responsibilities.

Parent/Carer Responsibilities

Ensure that child attends school on time, every school day.

Provide a satisfactory explanation for all absences, that is, any time during which a student is not attending

or participating in their educational program.

Contact the school within 2 days of the student’s return from an unplanned absence, in person, by phone,

SMS reply or email.

Contact the school prior to any planned absence, in person, by phone or by email. Where this is not possible,

parents must provide the reason for any absences within 2 days of the student’s return to school.

Contact Administration if student absence is to be for an extended period of time (e.g. family reasons or

illness) and request schoolwork.

Apply for an exemption for their child for non-attendance at school for a stated or inde�nite period where

the child’s attendance is impossible or should not be reasonably required and the absence will be for more

than 10 school days.

Supply administration with a medical certi�cate for illness absences more than 3 days.

Contact Administration if a student is refusing to attend school. Initiate or attend meetings to seek support

and discuss their child’s attendance or participation in their educational program.

Advise the school of any change of address or phone numbers to ensure school records are accurate. Up to

date data is essential in an emergency.

Ensure that child follows the school’s processes and procedures for late arrival.
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Student of the Week

Prep P-CW: Antipas P-LC: Charlie P-RC: Jaith P-SC: Hannah

Year 1 1-AG: Leon 1-EM: Alanna 1-JM: Tajanae 1-ML: Benjamin

Year 2 1/2-LB: Hunter 2-AT: Litayah 2-JR: Joseph 2-MM: Sarah

Year 3 3-EP: Delilah 3-MJ: Claude 3-RG: Zepaniah 3-KR: Jakaylen

Year 4 4-AS: Keshra 4-SB: Charlee 4-SL: Sebastian 4-TM: Jeremy

Year 5 5-JE: Anita 5-LB: Elijah 5-JM: Taliah 5-SB: Ronald

Year 6 6-AD: Jessica 6-KH: Niley 6-PB: Garry 6-RA: Lili-Jane

SWD: Junior:

(1/2-LB): Leo

Senior:

(5-JM): Sonny

PE: Junior:

(2-AT): Yarrah

Senior:

(4-AS): Matthew

The Arts: Junior:

(6-PB): Arthur

Senior:

(1-JM): Teana

Instrumental Music: Brass,Woodwind,Percussion

(4-SL): Erica



Bookclub Issue 2 orders are due to the classroom teacher on Thursday 11th March.

 Orders can be placed online or returned to the school the Thursday following the brochures being made

available.

If you can assist with the collation & distribution of orders, please call the school library on 47261363.  It

should only take a couple of hours of your time, twice a term.

Community Partners

 Many thanks to our Community Partners - The NRL Cowboys House, Cowboys Community Foundation and

Coles – Second Bite Program for the generous amount of bread they have provided to give away to our

parents.

We are truly grateful to have such Community Partners to help us support our students and families.  How

awesome!



Townsville Sunbus

Is your Student entitled to FREE or subsidised bus travel to and from School?

Did you know that you can apply online for the School Transport Assistance Scheme?

For more information:

Visit www.qld.gov.au/schooltransportassistance

Contact STASdigital.Helpdesk@tmr.ql.gov.au or 1300 119 289 for technical assistance with your online

application.

Recycling at Weir

The bene�ts of recycling are supported at school in the following manner:

TONER CARTRIDGES are recycled through Planet Ark.

Printer cartridges are made up of a combination of plastics, metals, foam, ink and toner.  Throwing them into

land�ll contributes to the growing problem of electronic waste. By recycling your toner cartridges you are

helping to reduce this waste. Please place them in the Planet Ark box next to the purple Battery World bin,

downstairs Block 7.

Bring your BATTERIES into school so that we can dispose of them in an environmentally friendly manner.  Car

batteries must be delivered to Battery World on Ingham Road. The purple Battery World recycling bin is

placed downstairs of Block 7.

Spare shopping bags are welcome at the Library so that our library books are always protected.

http://www.qld.gov.au/schooltransportassistance
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Townsville City Council

Townsville City Council is keen to share Townsville Dashboards with students and teachers as a source of

information about the local community and an online resource for educators, particularly for Digital

Technologies, ICT, STEM, Humanities and Geography.

 Townsville Dashboards (https://dashboards.townsville.qld.gov.au) provides a digital platform for the

community to easily access data and information about their community and Council service performance.

 Access Townsville Dashboards to:

·         Explore dashboards, pro�les and tools (Community and Economic Pro�les, Disaster Management,

Planning Services, Townsville Mapping);

·         Download and explore a range of Council open datasets (currently 65 datasets published) through our

Open Data Portal;

·         View Council datasets and information through a series of interactive visualisations (Your Council);

·         Open datasets include animal complaints and registrations, city maintenance activities, community

grants, development applications, library services, waste services, water dam levels, production and

consumption;

·         Aerial photography and digital elevation model information in also available for download;

·         The open datasets provide an opportunity for students to explore local datasets and to utilise these

datasets for data-driven decisions and digital solutions.

We would welcome any feedback on Townsville Dashboards, particularly:

Aspects of Townsville Dashboards you currently utilise and value

Additional content and datasets that you would �nd useful

https://dashboards.townsville.qld.gov.au/
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Weir State School

 592 Ross River Road, Kirwan QLD, Australia

 07 4726 1333

 admin@weirss.eq.edu.au

 www.weirss.eq.edu.au

 https://www.facebook.com/WeirStateSchool/
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